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Attendance

130 participants

18 sectors
9 countries
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IN DIGITS

2
panel
discussions
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15 keynote
speakers

media
partners

9 countries
2 workshops

4 sponsors
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Overview
A major challenge of today’s technologies is that there are too many of them to
choose from. Innovations occur daily, and companies can’t keep pace with the
associated changes, complexities, costs, and risks for adopting them.
Every day, we hear about new technologies that are making old standards
obsolete and deliver products and services once thought impossible.
Recently, the world of finance has had its share of new technologies that
are changing the course and manner of doing business around the world.
According to GENPACT Research Institute, executives in some functions
estimated a high impact from radically improved technology
- greater than the impact of other levers, such as
outsourcing, shared services, and business
process reengineering.
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Summary
The IMA two-day conference in collaboration
with the Saudi Organization for Certified
Public Accountants (SOCPA) hosted panel
discussions followed by audience Q&A’s,
as well as sessions with lectures from
distinguished speakers and highlighted the
importance of technology and being up to
date plays a vital role in finance and how
industry goes hand in hand with technology.
Attendees included various delegates from
all over the world who endorsed the CMA
certification provided by the IMA as well as
accountants who planned on pursuing the
qualification to further their careers.
At the end of the conference, the IMA
awarded all speakers and panelists with
special trophies honoring their presence and
participation.

Ben Mulling,
Chair of IMA’s Global Directors and Chief
Financial Officer of TENTE Casters, Inc. highlighted that
today’s CFO faces many challenges in his role of adding
value to the organization as businesses become more
complex and that the challenges for tomorrow’s CFO and
finance team are hugely more complex than today’s.
He mentions, “Tomorrow’s CFOs will need a much
broader skill set. What you see more of today is
a marriage between technology and finance. To
be successful in finance you have to merge with
technology and at IMA, we can help our members
benefit from the education that comes from the
merging of technology and finance.”
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Speakers

Mr. Hatem Kawasmy Managing
Partner, KPMG Jordan Chairman
of the Arab Federation of
Accountants and Auditors,
Chairman of Jordan Association
of Certified Public Accountant
“IFRS Update - IFRS 16”
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Dr. Fadi Aloul, Professor
of Computer Science &
Engineering Director of
the HP Institute American
University of Sharjah,
UAE. “Cyber Security
strategy for a safe Digital
Transformation”

Mr. Ben Mulling, IMA Chair
“Future Pathways to Finance
Leadership”

Speakers

Dr. Khalid Al Yahya,
Managing Director
Palladium Saudi
“Innovate and Sustain”

Dr. Ashraf Gamal El Din, CEO
Hawkamah, The Institute for
Corporate Governance
“Corporate Governance in
Family Business”

Mr. Bassam Assiri, President IMA
Eastern Province Chapter
“Performance Management’s Role in
National Transformation”
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Panel discussions
‘Enterprise

Risk Management in
the current Eco-political environment’

panel discussion moderated by Mr.
Jim Gurowka, CAE, IMA Senior Vice
President International Development

with panelists Mr. Abdulrahman
Moulay, Partner and Country Leader
Transaction Advisory Services practice,
EY, Mr. Bassam Asiri, Manager Planning
and Performance Management,
Saudi Aramco, Mr. Samy AlKadi,
Senior Manager SABIC and Mr.
Pierre Sommereijns, Finance
and Accounting Director Saudi
Arabian Amiantit Co.
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Panel discussions
‘Challenges of

The CFO team in the new tech
era (integrating technology’s
best practices)’ panel discussion

moderated by Mr. Loutfi Echhade,
Financial Advisor Family Business

with panelists Mr. Yahia Kafi,
CFO Abdul Latif Jameel Community
Initiatives, Mr. Maan Karadsheh, Senior
Manager Consulting, Deloitte & Touche
(M.E.) -Saudi Arabia and Mr. Ben Mulling,
CMA, CPA, CITP, Chair, IMA.

9

Networking
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Workshops

‘Cash Management Matters’
‘How

to Pass the CMA exam:
Preparation and techniques
Workshop 1
An interactive presentation that includes
a description of the CMA program
and tips for doing well on the exam.
Includes practice questions that the
participants solved during the
presentation.

Workshop 2
Cash Management Matters
was an engaging workshop that covered
cash management fundamentals and its
main aspects at business organizations. It
elaborated on Effective approach to manage
cash flow, Sources and Uses of Cash, key
elements of the cash flow statement,
concept of Free Cash flow, Realization of
optimal levels of operating cash, Cash flow
forecasting, and the Importance of cash and
cash equivalent.

11

Feedback
SCALE								Exceptional				Very Good
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Overall conference				

51.02%					46.94%

Usefulness of sessions 			

65.31%					34.69%

Quality of speakers/presenters		

55.10%					

Facilities						

48.98%					40.82%

Materials						

46.94%					34.69%

Registration process				

51.02%					38.78%

44.90%

Testimonials
Fawas
Abdul Basith
- Finance manager –
Tasheel Co Ltd.

The topics and the
theme of the conference
was very interesting, in line
with the current trend in the
finance fields.
The importance of
technology in finance with
the key touches of Cyber
Security would help
finance professionals to
drive a successful and
sustainable business.

Mohammad
Abdul Bari - Finance
Manager – Saudi Diyar
Consultants

It was a good
initiative that gave us
the opportunity to interact,
particularly when it was a
joint event with SOCPA.
The subjects discussed
were very much relevant
to the current affairs of
the economy.
I would like to see
more events of this sort
to be held in other
cities of Saudi Arabia.

Ahmed
Abu Almagd
Altohamy -

Al Amana
Technology
Group

Shayed
Alshamarani - Al

Shamrani CPA’s – Public
Accountant, Owner
The conference
covered plenty of
very important
issues with well
experienced
keynote
speakers.

The event was rich with
great information and
it was an exceptional
opportunity to meet
other professionals
from the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia
and abroad.
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Contact us
https://www.facebook.com/IMAMiddleEast

https://twitter.com/imamiddleeast
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ima-middle-east-&-africa

www.imamiddleeast.org
imamiddleeastconference.org
imamiddleeast@imanet.org

+971 800462 632

ima
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The Association of
Accountants and
Financial Professionals
in Business

